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  Earnestly Safeguarding Environmental Rights and Sharing 
the Benefits of Eco-environmental Governance 

Access to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment is a prerequisite for the full enjoyment 

of human rights and a vital embodiment of human dignity. The Chinese government adheres 

to a people-centered philosophy and is committed to making a sound ecological environment 

the most universal benefit for the people's well-being. China has made remarkable 

achievements in earnestly safeguarding environmental rights and ensuring the fruits of eco-

environmental governance are shared by all. Its experience in this regard is worth promoting. 

Strengthening the top-level design for the protection of environmental rights. The 2018 

Amendment to the Constitution of China enshrined the constitutional status of ecological 

civilization, providing constitutional guidance for further refining the legal system for eco-

environmental protection. Furthermore, the Human Rights Action Plan of China (2021–

2025) lists Environmental Rights as a distinct category, separating it from Economic, Social 

and Cultural Rights. This signifies that the protection of environmental rights has been 

elevated to a core agenda item within the national human rights strategy, demonstrating 

China's political commitment and firm resolve to fulfill its obligations in safeguarding 

environmental rights. 

Legislation consolidates the legal foundation for the protection of environmental rights. With 

38 existing pieces of eco-environmental legislation, China has established a system of laws 

and regulations anchored by the Environmental Protection Law of China. This system 

encompasses various environmental elements—such as water, air, and noise—and all natural 

ecosystems, including mountains, rivers, forests, farmlands, lakes, grasslands, and deserts. 

Regarding citizens’ environmental rights, a rights system has been formed centering on the 

rights to information, participation, expression, and supervision, as well as the right to seek 

remedies for damages. Currently, China is actively advancing the compilation of the Eco-

environmental Code. The draft code explicitly designates "safeguarding public health and 

eco-environmental rights and interests" as its legislative purpose. It introduces new 

provisions on the prevention and control of emerging pollutants and the management of 

disturbances to public tranquility, thereby providing substantive protection for citizens’ right 

to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment. The compilation of the Eco-environmental 

Code marks a milestone in China’s legislative history and offers a model for the global 

progress of the environmental rule of law. 

Judicial support ensures the effective implementation of remedies for environmental rights. 

China continues to deepen reform and innovation in environmental adjudication, 

accumulating valuable experience in judicial protection of the ecological environment. In 

2015, through a judicial interpretation, China clarified the "justiciability of major 

environmental risks" for the first time, allowing statutory bodies and relevant organizations 

to file lawsuits against acts involving environmental pollution or ecological destruction that 

pose a major risk of harming the public interest. Through preventive public interest litigation, 

the occurrence or expansion of environmental pollution and ecological destruction has been 

effectively curbed. Meanwhile, judicial organs prioritize ecological restoration in 

adjudication, ensuring damaged ecological environments are repaired in a timely manner. 

They promote a shift in liability assumption from mere monetary compensation to substantive 

restoration measures, such as replanting forests and restocking fish fry. To date, the UN 

Environment Programme (UNEP) database has included four batches totaling 45 Chinese 

environmental judicial cases, and 8 environmental justice reports. China's cases and 

experience in environmental justice have gained high recognition from the international 

community. 

Making a sound ecological environment tangible, accessible, and enjoyable for all. China 

adheres to the principle that ecological conservation should benefit the people, serve their 

interests, and be centered on them. Through concrete actions in pollution prevention and 

green development, China ensures that the people truly enjoy a sound ecological 

environment. China has sustained its efforts in the critical battle against pollution to improve 

eco-environmental quality. In terms of improving air quality, from 2013 to 2022, China’s 

GDP doubled, while the average concentration of PM2.5 dropped by 57%, and the number 

of days with heavy pollution decreased by 92%. China has established a mechanism that 
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organically integrates ecological protection with the improvement of people's livelihoods. 

Taking the Sanjiangyuan National Park as an example, the "one household, one position" 

mechanism for public welfare ecological conservation jobs was established. This initiative 

guided 17,000 herdsmen to transform from users of the grasslands to guardians of the 

ecology, providing an average annual wage income of 21,600 yuan per person. This not only 

safeguards myriad creatures but also provides herdsmen with "green jobs", achieving the 

simultaneous enhancement of environmental rights, the right to subsistence, and the right to 

development. 

Contributing Chinese solutions to advance global governance on environment and human 

rights. China remains committed to acting as a leader in multilateral processes. As the 

presidency, China facilitated the adoption of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 

Framework and actively submitted constructive proposals during negotiations on addressing 

global plastic pollution. China remains committed to acting as a provider of green 

technologies. It has shared technologies and standards for ultra-low emission retrofitting in 

the steel industry with multiple countries, facilitating their clean and low-carbon transition. 

China remains committed to acting as a contributor to South-South Cooperation. It has deeply 

advanced such cooperation and the development of a green Belt and Road, signing 

cooperation and aid agreements on climate change with 42 BRI partner countries. The 

Mombasa-Nairobi Standard Gauge Railway (SGR), jointly built by China and Kenya, has 

not only boosted economic development but also significantly reduced greenhouse gas 

emissions from road traffic. Furthermore, the installation of wildlife corridors and fences 

along the railway has ensured the effective protection of biodiversity. 

China's practice demonstrates that developing countries are capable of coordinating 

economic growth, environmental improvement, and human rights protection. China stands 

ready to work with the international community to share opportunities for green development 

and jointly address global environmental challenges. We will make unremitting efforts to 

build a community with a shared future for mankind and create a clean and beautiful world 

for all to enjoy. 

    


	Written statement submitted by China Society for Human Rights Studies (CSHRS), a non-governmental organization in special consultative status*
	Earnestly Safeguarding Environmental Rights and Sharing the Benefits of Eco-environmental Governance

