
Extraterritorial Obligations of China towards Hongkongers in the UK

Hongkongers in Britain (HKB)

18 July 2023

About Hongkongers in Britain

Hongkongers in Britain (HKB) is a civil-society organisation established in July 2020, and is

a registered Company Limited by Guarantee in the UK. It is the first Hongkonger

expat/diaspora & community-building group set up in the UK since the UK Government

announced the introduction of a Welcome Programme for Hongkongers.

Background

As a result of the rapid deterioration of human rights and freedoms in Hong Kong and the

commencement of the British Nationals (Overseas) (BN(O)) Visa Scheme in the UK on 31

January 2021, there have been a total of 160,700 applications for the BN(O) Visa Scheme to

move to the UK up to the end of September 2022. Hongkongers in the UK are unable to fully

exercise their right to free speech because of security threats and intimidations posed by the

Chinese authorities.

Information for the UN Universal Periodic Review of China at the Fourth Cycle

In May 2023, HKB collected data on the security threats perceived by Hongkongers living in

the UK, with 415 valid responses. The findings that concern the extraterritorial obligations of

China are as follows.

1. 99% of the respondents (n=409) were aware of the incident of attack on Hongkonger

protesters allegedly perpetrated by Chinese officials at the Chinese consulate in

Manchester on 16 October 2022.

2. 67% of the respondents (n=278) felt worried or very worried about their personal

safety after coming into contact with media reports about the presence of Chinese

“overseas police stations” in the UK.

3. 34% of the respondents (n=142) felt that participating in demonstrations, rallies or

assemblies related to Hong Kong affairs in the UK is fairly or very unsafe.



4. For the respondents who have not taken part in any protest in the UK, 21% were

worried about their personal safety after returning to Hong Kong. And 14% were

worried about their personal safety in the UK.

5. A respondent explained the fear in an open-ended response to HKB’s questionnaire.

“The spies of the Chinese Communist Party are all around the world. I would

prefer to remain silent until I become a British Citizen and abolish my Hong

Kong identity.”

Recommendations

HKB recommends that UN Members State urge China to:

1. Refrain from interfering with Hongkongers’ exercise of the right to freedom of

expression in the UK;

2. Ensure that those who have participated in Hong Kong-related protests in the UK can

travel to and leave Hong Kong without reprisal, harassment and intimidation; and

3. Repeal the Hong Kong National Security Law, in particular, the provisions claiming

extraterritorial jurisdiction.


