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The China Society for Human Rights Studies (CSHRS) is the largest national non-
governmental organization in the field of human rights in China. It is a member of the United
Nations Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations (CONGO), which enjoys a special
consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). It is
included in the World Directory of Human Rights Research and Training Institutions
compiled by the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO).

The activities and tasks of the CSHRS are: studying the theories, history, and status of
human rights in China and foreign countries; popularizing and publicizing human rights
knowledge; engaging in international exchanges and cooperation; and promoting healthy
development of human rights causes in China and the world as a whole. Since its
establishment, the CSHRS has held many seminars and conducted researches on human
rights, and has translated, edited and published a series of books on human rights. The
CSHRS endeavors to popularize human rights knowledge in an effort to raise the awareness
of the importance of human rights throughout society, and accelerates to establishment of
human right education and training bases and popularizes human rights education. It also
actively participates in international exchanges and cooperation in the field of human rights.
It has held ten large multilateral international conferences named “Beijing forum on human
rights”, and sent delegates to human rights conferences and other relevant activities, such
bilateral international human rights conference held by the United Nations and other
international organizations.
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Shadow Report of the China Society for Human
Rights Studies (CSHRS) to the UN Human

Rights Council (HRC)

1. Since United Nations Human Rights Council (HRC) adopts
universal periodic review (UPR) on China in 2018, the China Society
for Human Rights Studies (CSHRS) has noted that the Chinese
government has worked actively and effectively and made remarkable
achievements in safeguarding the rights to subsistence and
development, safeguarding economic, social and cultural rights,
protecting civil and political rights, protecting the rights of special
groups, and participating in global human rights governance by
adhering to the Chinese path of human rights development and taking
into account China’s realities. It should also be noted that there is still
room for improvement.

Safeguarding the rights to subsistence and development
2. We have noted that the Chinese government has taken concrete and
effective actions to implement Recommendation 28.1271. China
remains committed to the status of the rights to subsistence and
development as the first and foremost basic human rights, focused on
solving the most immediate and realistic concerns of the people, and
striving to address the problem of unbalanced and insufficient
development.

3. China achieved the poverty reduction target of the UN 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development 10 years ahead of schedule. By
the end of 2020, China had lifted all the 98.99 million rural poor

1 A/HRC/40/6, 28.127: Continue efforts to lift the rural population living under
the current poverty line out of poverty by 2020 (Myanmar).
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people under the current poverty line out of absolute poverty and
secured decent food and clothing for them all.

4. The Chinese government has continued to promote the renovation
of dangerous houses in rural areas and the consolidation and
improvement of safety of drinking water. As a result, China has
guaranteed housing security for all poor households nationwide,
significantly increased access to tap water in rural areas, and ensured
safe drinking water supply for all in rural areas.

Safeguarding economic, social, and cultural rights
5. We have noted that in response to Recommendation 28.2272, the
Chinese government has taken measures to ensure that the general
public benefits more from its economic growth and has increased its
efforts to protect people’s livelihoods. The level of protection of
people’s right to an adequate standard of living has steadily increased;
the right to work, the right to education and cultural rights have been
more effectively protected; and the right to social security has been
better secured.

6. In 2022, China’s GDP exceeded 121 trillion yuan, the per capita
disposable income of Chinese residents reached 36,883 yuan, the
Engel coefficient of Chinese residents dropped to 30.5 percent, and
the Chinese people’s quality of life has significantly improved.

7. By implementing the strategy of prioritizing employment, the
Chinese government has been working to promote the vigorous
development of new industries and new business models, and has
stabilized the employment of college graduates, improved

2 A/HRC/40/6, 28.227: Continue to protect and improve the livelihood of people
in development (Saudi Arabia).
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employment conditions for migrant workers, and created more job
opportunities for people with employment difficulties.

8. The Chinese government has been committed to upholding the
principle of education as public welfare and making education equity
a basic national education policy. China has reached the average level
of high-income countries in terms of universal access to compulsory
education and preschool education and entered a stage of universal
access to higher education recognized by the international
community. By 2022, the retention rate of nine-year compulsory
education in China reached 95.5 percent, and the gross enrollment
rate of senior high schools reached 91.6 percent.

9. The Chinese government takes human rights education seriously.
The four released Human Rights Action Plans of China have included
chapters on human rights education and research. The Chinese
government has set up 14 national human rights education and
training bases to carry out human rights education, training and
academic research.

10. The Chinese government has accelerated construction of a modern
public cultural service system that is convenient and efficient and can
meet people’s basic needs while promoting social fairness to benefit
both urban and rural areas. The public enjoys free access to all public
libraries, cultural centers, art galleries, comprehensive cultural
stations, and most museums.

11. China has largely put in place a public health service system
covering the whole population, improved the overall level of medical
care for residents, and significantly raised the health literacy of
residents. The major health indicators are generally above the average
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level of middle-income and high-income countries, and the average
life expectancy has increased to 78.2 years in 2021.

12. China has built the world’s largest social security system that aims
to put in place a sustainable, multi-level system that covers the entire
population and guarantees basic needs. The scope of social security in
China continuously expanding and the level of treatment steadily
increasing. By 2022, China had 1.05 billion people covered by basic
old-age insurance and 1.346 billion people covered by basic medical
insurance.

Protecting civil and political rights
13. We have noted that in response to Recommendation 28.2193, the
Chinese government has been actively developing whole-process
people’s democracy, constantly improving the legal system for human
rights protection, reinforcing judicial guarantee for human rights, and
effectively protecting the rights to know, to participate, to express
views, and to supervise the exercise of power.

14. The Chinese government has continued to strengthen legislation
on human rights protection, explicitly incorporating respect for and
protection of human rights and the rule of clemency being applied to
suspects and defendants who confess to their crimes into the Criminal
Procedure Law, codifying the Civil Code to improve the system for
the protection of various civil rights, abolishing detention education,
strengthening legislation on economic, social and cultural rights, and
more effectively protecting the rights and interests of the people in
accordance with the law.
15. The Chinese government has further implemented its policy of
3 A/HRC/40/6, 28.219: Continue advancing administrative and judicial reforms
in preparation for the ratification of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (Greece).
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combining punishment and clemency in handling criminal cases,
strictly controlled the criteria for applying the death penalty,
standardized the death penalty review process, granted amnesty in
accordance with the Constitution, improved the defense system, the
evidence system, the investigation system, the trial system, and the
criminal execution procedures, and improved the delivery mechanism
of penalties, thus significantly raising the level of judicial protection
of human rights.

16. The Chinese government has continued to improve its electoral
system in accordance with its national conditions, further expanded
the forms and channels of democratic participation, improved its
constitutional supervision system to safeguard the right to supervise
the exercise of power, improved its system of letters and visits to
safeguard democratic rights, and continuously promoted government
information disclosure to more effectively safeguard citizens’ rights
to know, to participate, to express views, and to supervise the exercise
of power.

Protecting the rights of special groups
17. We have noted that, with regard to the protection of the rights of
special groups, the Chinese government accepts recommendation
28.614. The Chinese government has adhered to the principle that
human rights should be enjoyed by all people on an equal basis,
continued to strengthen the equal protection of the rights and interests
of vulnerable groups and special protection, and provided strong
support for the realization of all-round development for all.

18. The Chinese government remains committed to the principles of

4 A/HRC/40/6, 28.61: Continue to strengthen the protection of vulnerable
groups (Togo).
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ethnic equality and national unity and guarantees the rights of
minority ethnic groups to participate in national affairs through
institutional and policy arrangements in accordance with the law and
to enjoy the fruits of the country’s material and cultural progress.

19. The Chinese government has adhered to the constitutional
principle of gender equality, continued to improve the legal system
that comprehensively protects women’s rights and interests, increased
the quota of women participating in decision-making and
management, and promoted the continuous improvement of women’s
educational level, employment and entrepreneurial environment, and
health.

20. Under the principle of prioritizing children’s affairs, the Chinese
government has continued to improve the legal system for the
protection of children’s rights, focused on safeguarding children’s
right to health, strengthened administrative and judicial protection for
children, and more effectively safeguarded all legitimate rights and
interests of children.

21. The Chinese government has integrated the concept of positive
aging and healthy aging into the entire process of economic and social
development, continued to promote the development of an age-
friendly society, and continuously improved the effectiveness of the
protection of the rights and interests of the elderly. As of April 2023,
858 websites closely related to the elderly have completed age-
friendly transformation and passed the assessment.

22. The Chinese government has been actively improving the legal
policy system protecting persons with disabilities, comprehensively
carrying out rehabilitation for persons with disabilities, steadily
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promoting the building of an accessible environment, working
towards a significant increase in the educational level and
employability of persons with disabilities, promoting the vigorous
development of cultural and sports programs for persons with
disabilities, and more effectively safeguarding the legitimate rights
and interests of persons with disabilities.

Participating in global human rights governance
23. We have noted that the Chinese government accepted
Recommendation 28.375. The Chinese government has continued to
uphold the concept of building a global community of shared future,
more deeply involved itself in UN human rights affairs, actively
promoted development cooperation and foreign assistance, and
proposed a series of constructive solutions to the problems facing
global human rights governance.

24. The Chinese government has been committed to multilateralism,
firmly upholding the purposes and principles of the UN Charter,
living up to its human rights commitments by example, fulfilling its
international human rights obligations, and promoting the effective
work of treaty bodies within the mandate of the Convention.

25. The Chinese government has helped with developing countries’
economic development and social progress by providing public goods
for global development, assisting in the construction of project
packages, providing general supplies, carrying out technical
assistance and cooperation in human resources development,
dispatching medical teams and volunteers, and providing debt relief to
countries in need.
5 A/HRC/40/6, 28.37: Continue to promote constructive dialogue and mutually
beneficial cooperation within the framework of multilateral human rights
mechanisms (Cuba).
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26. The Chinese government has introduced concepts such as building
a global community of shared future and targeted poverty alleviation
as well as the initiative to build a Global Community of Health for
All, the Global Development Initiative, the Global Security Initiative,
and the Global Civilizations Initiative. We believe that these concepts
and initiatives are conductive to the improvement of global human
rights governance.

Proposals and measures for improvement
27. We propose that, to safeguard the right to health, the Chinese
government should strive to improve mental health services, ensure
food and drug safety, promote the development of traditional Chinese
medicine, advance smart health care, promote fitness for all, and
provide people with comprehensive and whole life-cycle health
services.

28. We propose that, to protect the right to education, the Chinese
government should improve the preschool education coverage rate,
the compulsory education completion rate, and the enrollment rate at
the high school level. Efforts should also be made to improve the
high-quality development of higher education, effectively guarantee
the right to education for students in difficult circumstances, and
prevent the digital divide in school education to guarantee the equity
and quality of education.

29. We propose that, to protect people’s environmental rights, the
Chinese government should implement a sustainable development
strategy, build an ecological civilization system, improve the system
of ecological and environmental laws and regulations, accelerate
green and low-carbon development, improve the ecological
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environment, and promote harmony between humanity and nature.

30. We propose that, to promote human rights education, the Chinese
government should actively incorporate human rights education into
the national education system, conduct human rights research,
strengthen human rights training, popularize human rights knowledge,
enhance awareness throughout society on respecting and protecting
human rights, and promote the sustainable development of human
rights.


