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July 2023 

Protection of the Rights and Interests of Women in China, Especially 

for Women in Rural Areas 

1. Since the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) process on China 

conducted by the Human Rights Council in 2018, YouChange China 

Social Entrepreneur Foundation (YouChange Foundation) is pleased 

to observe the Chinese government has been taking a series of 

effective measures to protect the rights and interests of women in 

China, especially for women living in rural areas. 

2. YouChange Foundation highly appreciates the effective and practical 

measures taken by the Chinese government to protect and promote 

women’s rights and interests according to the “Outline for Women’s 

Development in China (2021-2030) published by the State Council of 

China, which is fully aligned with recommendation 28.279i.  

3. The Chinese government has been making significant efforts to 

promote the health level of Chinese women. In 2021, the national 

maternal mortality rate was 16.1/100,000, 4.7% lower than that in 

2020; the urban-rural gap of maternal mortality rate narrowed from 

4.4/100,000 in 2020 to 1.1/100,000. In addition, the Chinese 

government continues to strengthen the prevention and treatment of 

cervical cancer, breast cancer and other key diseases. In 2021, the pre-

marital medical examination rate was 70.9%, an increase of 2.5% 

compared with 2020; the maternal system management rate and
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 prenatal screening rate were 92.9% and 85.7%, respectively, an 

increase of 0.2% and 4.6%. 

4. The Chinese government continues to promote the balanced 

development of compulsory education, and the right of girls to receive 

compulsory education on an equal footing is effectively guaranteed. 

As a result, the gender gap in compulsory education has been 

basically eliminated. In 2021, the net enrollment rate of primary 

school-age girls reached 99.9%. Among the students enrolled in 

compulsory education, there were 73.67 million girls, an increase of 

817,000 compared with 2020, accounting for 46.6% of all enrolled 

students. Women's equal access to high school education and higher 

education continues to be consolidated. In 2021, there were 13.081 

million girls in regular high schools, an increase of 506,000, 

accounting for 50.2% of all regular high school students, which had 

remained above 50% for seven consecutive years. The proportion of 

female students in higher education continued to exceed half. In 2021, 

there were 27.807 million girls in colleges and universities, an 

increase of 1.24 million from 2020 and accounting for 50.2% of the 

students in school. 

5. The Chinese government has been working hard to enhance social 

security for women, which aligns with recommendation 28.280ii. The 

number of women participating in basic medical insurance has 

steadily increased in China and reached 660 million by the end of 

2021, an increase of 8.2 million from the end of 2020. Women's 

participation in the basic pension insurance also continues to expand, 

reaching 490 million by the end of 2021, an increase of 18.97 million 

from the end of 2020. In addition, the numbers of women 
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participating in maternity, unemployment and work-related injury 

insurance have all increased. The Chinese government has also been 

exploring innovative modes of home-based community elderly care 

service which leads to the continuous improvement in the elderly care 

service system. By the end of 2021, the number of women who enjoy 

institutional elderly care services reached 733,000, an increase of 

50,000 from the end of 2020; the number of community elderly care 

service institutions and facilities reached 318,000, an increase of 

26,000. 

6. Official assistance to women in need has steadily increased, providing 

a strong guarantee for their sustainable development. In 2021, the 

national urban and rural subsistence allowances per capita were 711.4 

yuan and 530.2 yuan per month, respectively, an increase of 5% and 

6.7% over 2020; a total of 20.246 million women received urban and 

rural subsistence allowances, accounting for 43.2% of all people 

receiving such assistance, an increase of 0.4%. 

7. The Chinese government has made new achievements in the 

prevention and suppression of domestic violence, which aligns with 

recommendation 28.286iii and 28.289iv. Since the promulgation and 

implementation of the Anti-Domestic Violence Law, the Chinese 

government has been continuously improving the anti-domestic 

violence legal system and strengthening domestic violence 

intervention methods such as mandatory reporting systems, warning 

notice, personal safety restraining orders, and anti-domestic violence 

shelter centers. In 2021, there were 2,530 restraining orders issued for 

the protection of women’s personal safety. Progress has also been 

made in combating other crimes against women. In 2021, the State 
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Council released the "China’s Action Plan for Combating Human 

Trafficking (2021-2030)" to increase efforts to prevent and combat 

various crimes against women such as trafficking, sexual assault, and 

organized prostitution. Throughout the year, 251 cases of abduction 

and trafficking of women, 35,000 cases of rape, and 15,000 cases of 

organizing, coercing, luring, sheltering, and introduction of women 

into prostitution were cracked. Additionally, women's access to public 

legal services has increased with 329,000 women received legal aid in 

2021. 

8. The Chinese government has made great efforts on legislation to 

protect rural women’s economic rights. China’s Law on the 

Protection of Rights and Interests of Women received significant 

amendment in 2022, which clearly stipulates that rural women as the 

participants of rural collective economy have equal rights on sharing 

collective revenue, farmland rights and residential land. All violations 

against women’s such rights shall be prosecuted as public interest 

litigation. 

9. The Chinese government has been working hard to create better social 

and institutional conditions for women to participate in grass-root 

governance, which responds to recommendation 28.294v. In 2021, the 

proportion of female members in urban neighborhood committees and 

rural village committees has increased by 2.3% and 2.6% compared to 

2020, reaching 54.4% and 26.8%, respectively. The proportion of 

women directing these grass-root governing organizations has also 

increased, with 41.4% in urban neighborhood committees and 11.1% 

in village committees. Women also play an important role in China’s 

social organizations. The Chinese government encourages, supports, 
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and guides more women to participate in the management and 

development of social organizations. In 2021, the proportion of 

women among all people working in social organizations was 39.2%, 

an increase of 2.2% over 2020; the proportion of women directing 

social organizations was 26.7%. 

10. The Chinese government has provided vital support for social 

organizations to promote women’s rights in rural areas, which 

actively responds to recommendation 28.113vi. Many Chinese social 

organizations provide vocational skills training for rural women, 

supplemented by micro-financial support and resource channeling to 

improve their economic status and confidence. Providing women with 

higher economic income, these social organizations have effectively 

improved rural women's family and social status, reduce their 

vulnerability, and increase their resilience against all kinds of risks. 

For example, in 2020, All-China Women’s Federation provided 

training related to poverty alleviation and 636 million micro-finance 

support for a total of 1.31 million women cadres and poverty-stricken 

women nationwide and helped 700,000 women gain higher income. 

In addition, YouChange Foundation provides e-commerce skill 

training for over 17,705 rural women and 65% of them have gained 

higher income of 800 Renminbi per person on average.  

11. According to the statistics of the 7th national census of the National 

Bureau of Statistics in 2021, the rural female population in China is 

405 million, accounting for 28% of the total population. About 286 

million rural women are aged between 16 to 70 with labor capacity. 

These women bear the double-burden of agricultural production and 

household duty. With further measures on promoting gender equality 
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and appropriate institutional arrangements, these women can play 

even a greater role in China’s Rural Revitalization strategy. 

YouChange Foundation hopes to see the continuous support for rural 

women from the Chinese government in terms of economic support, 

capacity training, and more opportunities of public participation, 

which will enable them to not only take charge of their own life but 

also contribute to the development of the country and the good 

governance of the society. The Chinese government should also 

enhance support for social organizations so that more stakeholders 

can take part during China’s gender development. 

 

 

 
i A/HRC/40/6, 28.279: Continue efforts to enhance women's rights (Tunisia) 

ii A/HRC/40/6, 28.280: Continue consolidating the achievements made in the promotion of women's 

rights and welfare (Dominican Republic) 

iii A/HRC/40/6, 28.286: Take adequate measures to prevent all forms of gender-based discrimination 

and violence against women (Liechtenstein) 

iv A/HRC/40/6, 28.289: Strengthen measures to combat violence against women and domestic 

violence including through enhancing existing legislation to better ensure accountability for victims 

(Rwanda) 

v A/HRC/40/6, 28.294: Continue taking measures for improving women development, including the 

participation of women in public affairs (India) 

vi A/HRC/40/6, 28.113: Pay greater attention to the needs of women in the development process and 

build support capacities, in particular in financial support (Central African Republic) 


